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Abstract 

 

This paper is a case study of the evolution of Hong Kong as a nexus between China and the 

world in history education at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.  It explores teaching 

and research by professors and alumni associated with the History Department at CUHK in 

the fields of history of Sino-Western relations and Chinese overseas studies.  During the 

1960 and 1970s many professors who taught Sino-Western relations and European history in 

Hong Kong were influenced by the paradigms of Chinese frontier studies, western 

colonialism, and modernization theories.  They explored efforts of the Chinese empire to 

reach out to the world through tributary trade and foreign relations on the one hand, and the 

rise of western culture and empires in both traditional and modern civilizations on the other.  

In the 1980s and 1990s scholarship and curriculum shifted to a more dynamic analysis of 

Chinese responses to the West and Chinese influences in diaspora.  These scholars 

challenged the Eurocentric perspectives and sought to examine Chinese efforts to develop 

and modernize their nation and regions through adaptation and change of western ideologies.  

More recently over the last decade a new focus on topical history in the curriculum has 

combined empirical research and fieldwork to connect China and Hong Kong in a 

comparative and global framework.  A new generation of scholars has provided 

sophisticated analysis of Chinese and Hong Kong regional studies while research interests on 

Chinese in colonial and post-colonial/revolutionary contexts have broadened through 

comparative fieldwork in overseas communities.  These research trends are indicative of the 

changing concerns of scholars.  This paper highlights the contributions of Sino-western and 

global/overseas Chinese history studies at the Chinese University of Hong Kong and explores 

the implications of the shift from westernization to globalization in historical research. 


